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WALKING TRAILS, IMPROVEMENT 

113. Mr A.D. Marshall to the Minister for Sport and Recreation 

(1) How does the Government intend to counteract recent claims from esteemed veteran walker Jessi 
Brampton that the State’s top trails are falling into disrepair. 

(2) Does the Labor Government intend to develop these trail initiatives? 

(3) What is the future of Trailswest, which has played a vital role in improving the recreational pursuits of 
many West Australians? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1) Mr Brampton's comments relate to trails that are the responsibility and management of the Department 
of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) or individual Local Government Authorities. It is not 
sure what specific trails Mr Brampton is referring to.  However, Mr Mike Wood, Chairman of the 
Friends of Bibbulmun Track, which is regarded as the states icon trail, refutes claims that this track is 
falling into disrepair. Indeed he states 'quite the opposite with the assistance of CALM and an intense 
volunteer program of over 450 participants the condition of the trail has improved significantly, and 
will continue to do so'. A spokesperson for CALM advises that the maintenance of trails within their 
jurisdiction is adequate given the current resource allocation for this purpose. 

(2) This government has given a policy commitment to maintain the current service and program provision 
for trails initiatives via the Department of Sport and Recreation. 

(3) Refer above. In addition, the Department of Sport and Recreation has initiated  'Future Directions for 
Trail Development in WA'. This is the first time a comprehensive approach to maintaining a sustainable 
industry for community groups and government providers has been undertaken. I will receive the report 
in December 2002 on proposed future initiatives and sustainability strategies. 

 


